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have sought and obtained the charter, and thus con-
stituted himself a pioneer in the great enterprise
about which so many other far-seeing Englishmen
were henceforward to be busied. Probably he
thought rather of encouraging others in the work
than of personally engaging in it, and of course,
poor as he was, he had an eye to the chances of
profit from the possession and development of his
three million acres of as yet undiscovered land.

Accordingly we find that in July, 1583, as soon as
was convenient after his letters patent had been
secured, he assigned to Sir George Peckham a small
part of his American rights. " For the more speedy
execution of her Majesty's grant and the enlarge-
ment of her Majesty's dominions and governments,
for the better encouragement of Sir George Peck-
ham and his associates in so worthy and commend-
able an enterprise, as also for divers other causes
specially moving him," according to the document,
he authorised Peckham, or any persons, guild or
company Peckham might depute the license to, to
discover and in his name take possession of thirty
thousand out of the three million acres granted to
him, and to have absolute holding of " all royalties,
titles, pre-eminences, privileges, liberties and digni-
ties thereunto belonging." Sidney may have
thought that, if Peckham and the adventurers allied
with him made a start, he would gain by the im-
proved value of the property remaining to him. But
in "1583 Peckham had done as much as he was pre-
pared to do in helping to fit out Gilbert's luckless
expedition, and next year whatever action he pro-